Molecular characterization of local Bacillus thuringiensis strains recovered from Northern Jordan.
A total of 80 isolates of Bacillus thuringiensis were recovered from different habitats of Northern Jordan. These isolates were grouped into three classes based on crystal morphology (spherical, bipyramidal, and both bipyramidal and cuboidal). The isolates that produced spherical crystals were the most common and the most toxic to diptera. SDS-PAGE analysis of the isolates and some reference strains with similar crystal morphology showed similar protein profiles with heterogeneous multiple protein components. The plasmid DNA content of the isolates in comparison with B. thuringiensis serovar israelensis gave a similar single intense DNA band.